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Building Environments of Belonging 
 

How young children learn and grow  
at home and at school. 
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2006 KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
 
 
 
Building Environments of Belonging 

 
How young children learn and grow 
at home and at school. 
 
One of the most important and fundamental jobs of 
our early years is to grow into the belief we belong.  
It’s like finding solid ground, and it doesn’t happen 
automatically.  It’s a process of finding we have a self 
of our own.  Find it, and we tend to grow and learn as 
we can.  With story, song, and research, this 
presentation has fun exploring the characteristics of 
belonging and what we can do in homes and schools 

to create environments that nurture it in young children. 
 
Tom Hunter is a modern-day minstrel with a busy national schedule of 
conferences, workshops, school visits, and family concerts.  For 30 years, he has 
been singing and writing songs, and exploring what songs do to help us learn, 
teach, celebrate, grieve, believe, play, and tell the stories of our lives.  
 
He is a seminar presenter for the Bureau of Education and Research (12 years), 
Co-Founder and Co-Director of the Northwest Teachers Conference (11 years), 
and is a popular presenter at countless statewide and national events of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children.  He produces recordings 
of his music through the Song Growing Co. (10 to date) and many of those 
recordings have quietly become "standards" in homes and classrooms across the 
country.  His essay articles have been published in Young Children, HarperCollins 
made one of his songs into a picture book, and many other artists (including Willie 
Nelson) have recorded his songs.  With his formal education at Amherst College 
and Union Seminary, he is most interested in how songs and learning affect each 
other, and still likes nothing better than to listen for how children and teachers 
make sense of their worlds.   

 
"I want my music to be grounded in the realities 
of what kids and teachers know.  I want it to 
ring true; as it helps people laugh, cry, 
remember, celebrate, and learn."   

— Tom Hunter 
 

To learn more about Tom Hunter visit his website at:  
http://www.tomhunter.com

SCHEDULE FOR SATURDAY, MARCH 11 
 
Registration.............................................................. 8:15 - 9:00 
PCPO Welcome and Keynote Speaker: 
Tom Hunter............................................................. 9:00 - 10:30 
Morning Workshops.............................................. 10:45 - 12:15 
Lunch/Vendor Displays .......................................... 12:15 - 1:30 
Afternoon Workshops............................................... 1:30 - 3:00 
Vendors remain open until ..................................................3:30 

 
 

 
 
 

Please also join us Sunday, March 12 
for a  Family Concert with: 

 
 
 

 
Time: 1:30 – 2:15 pm 

 
$3.00 per person 

(Children under 12 months are free. No refunds.) 
 

Location: 
At Cedar Hills United Church of Christ 

11695 SW Park Way 
(Corner of Cedar Hills Blvd. and Park Way) 

 
Make check payable to: PCPO 

(with name, number in party, phone number or email) 
 

PCPO Concert 
c/o Colleen Robbins, 

PO Box 955, 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

 
Concert tickets will be sold in advance and during the Conference! 

 
 
 

 
 



MORNING WORKSHOPS SELECTIONS 
 
(T) Using Songs to Help Create Lively Preschool Connections Among Parents and Teachers 
(Workshop developed for Teachers) Tom Hunter, Keynote Speaker, Song Growing Co. 

This workshop investigates how songs help create strong preschool communities by nourishing the connections among us, by 
giving us ways to celebrate and grieve, and by creating a spirit that welcomes everyone. 

 
Setting the Stage for Successful Sibling Relations 
Lynn K. Collins, PH. D., Lead Parent Educator at Willamette Falls Hospital’s Parent/Child Program  

Learn how to support and build a positive relationship between your preschooler(s) and younger siblings. Discussions on specific 
strategies for coping with common sibling challenges. 

 
Nurturing the Everyday Artist 
Becky Owens, local artist and mother of two, has been an 'artist in residence' for a PCPO school. "Kows for Kids" Kow 

doctor who repairs damaged Kows in the Portland area. 
Kids love art! Self expression feels good. You will be exploring the importance of daily exposure to quality affordable art materials. 
Learning how to create a safe supportive environment for children’s confidence to bloom in. 

 
Doing All You Can to Prevent Childhood Obesity 
Janet Mann, MS RD LD, Nutritional Counseling in Oregon City 

Learn how to prevent the spread of the U.S. obesity epidemic to your children. Using the principles of the SHAPEDOWN national 
weight program for children,  Janet will share parenting tips on developing a healthy family lifestyle. 

 
Unique Genius 
Dana Anderson, Learning Style Specialist and owner of Multi-Mode Learning 

An introduction to some of the ways children think and learn, with suggestions on how to engage them. A variety of teaching 
styles and methods are outlined as options with which to reach different learners. 
 

Never too Early: Diversity Awareness 
Michael Morrow, MA in Education, Certified OSATS (Oregon School Age Training Specialist), Teacher since 1973, 

NAEYC validator 
Focusing on approaches to include multicultural and diversity elements in our children’s lives. Experiential approach focuses on 
applying principles of tolerance and acceptance of diversity. 
 

Transforming Problem Behavior: Teaching Kids How to Get What They Want Without Acting Out 
Dr. Lianne Lennert, PsyD, Licensed Psychologist 

Learn how to decode the messages your child does not know how to put into words and teach him or her socially appropriate 
ways to communicate wants and needs. 

 
Tell it with Puppets! 
Sally Skelding, Early Childhood Specialist, Retired from Early Childhood Dept. MHCC. 

Presentations based on DVD “Tell it with Puppets”. Demonstration provided to help parents use puppets effectively at home. 
Participants will have a show done to take home. 

 
Healthy Children, Healthy Planet 
Northwest Earth Institute Representative 

Explore how pop culture and consumption pressures create a social smog for children and how meaningful family time can provide 
balance, a healthy environment, and foster a sense of nature’s wonder. 
 

Parenting Young Children Through Divorce  
Hillary Hyde, MSW has worked with families since 1995. Ten year facilitator for mandated classes of divorcing parents in 

Clackamas and Multnomah counties. 
This workshop will focus on the needs of young children during divorce & strategies for parenting young children from two homes. 

 
Infant Toddler Massage & Implications for Strengthening the Parenting Relationship 
Diana Moore, MS, LMT, Founder and Director of the International Loving Touch Foundation, Inc. 

This workshop will explore the many benefits of massage for infant and toddlers and their caregivers. (Bring a doll to use during 
the demonstrations) 
 

(T) Inviting Neuroscience Into the Classroom: Applying Recent Advances to Our Work with 
Young Children & Families  (Full day workshop developed for Teachers, must select afternoon workshop “W”) 
Paige Beard, MA, LPC, Portland State University’s Interpersonal Neurobiology Certificate Program, Child & Family 

Therapist & Parent Educator in private practice. 
Morning  - outlining key concepts in relational neuroscience; how the brain is organized through relationship experiences. 

AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS SELECTIONS 
 

Singing With Young Children – An Interactive Approach for Teachers and Parents 
Tom Hunter, Keynote Speaker, Song Growing Co. 

Singing is one of the best ways to spend time with children, particularly when we open the song for talking, adding words, 
and wondering out loud.  This workshop is full of practical ways to encourage participation and widen what songs do with 
children.  The songs are quickly-learned and easily-used, and you don’t need a beautiful voice to use them well. 

 
Kids Eye View of Reading Symbols 
Dana Anderson, Learning Style Specialist, owner of Multi-Mode Learning 

Discover children’s developmental learning paths. Learn tips on how to help them out of difficult places, and how to 
recognize specific obstacles. Explore how development influences the way children come to understand reading symbols. 

 
Virtues and Values: Building Moral Children 
Michael Morrow, MA in Education, Certified OSATS (Oregon School Age Training Specialist), Teacher since 1973, 

NAEYC validator 
Learn how to create an environment focused on enabling children to think about behavior and develop the skills to act in a 
variety of positive ways towards others. 

Guilt-Free Parenting: Trusting Yourself 
Dr. Lianne Lennert, PsyD, Licensed Psychologist 

Learn how to trust your own wisdom to use what is helpful and ignore what is crazy as you become the parent YOU want 
to be. 

 

Enhance Your Marriage! Improve Your Parenting! 
Allan Cordova, PH. D. 

You will explore the linkages between the couple relationship and the parent-child relationship. Learning how to foster 
greater intimacy and teamwork with our partner in order to improve the way we parent and co-parent. 

 
Healthy Children, Healthy Planet 
Northwest Earth Institute Representative 

Explore how pop culture and consumption pressures create a social smog for children and how meaningful family time can 
provide balance, a healthy environment, and foster a sense of nature’s wonder. 

 
“It’s All Good!” Is a Lie: Norm and Boundary Setting for Today’s Families 
Doreen Dodgen-Magee, Clinical Psychologist 

The setting of healthy and well-working norms lays the foundation for a life of health and maturity. This workshop will help 
parents and educators define the norms and boundaries important in raising and educating children who thrive. 
 

“Navigating the System”  
Shelley Molinaro, Speech Pathologist at Therapy Solutions for Kids 
Julie Schwiegart, Teacher and Special Educator for Multnomah Early Childhood Program 

Does my child have developmental problems? How do I find help for my child? What is the process? 
 
One More Bite: Understanding Parenting Styles and the Feeding Relationship 
Cheryl Alto, Pediatric Dietitian and owner of Heart In Hand Nutrition Counseling 

How we feed our children is as important as what we feed our children. This interactive workshop will provide practical 
information for building a stronger and more meaningful feeding relationship. 

 
Organizing 101 
Julie Job, professional organizing consultant, founded Organizing Solutions in 1990 

In this workshop, you will learn how to deal with all the papers kids bring home and other tips to help your household run 
more smoothly in this age of clutter and information overload.  

 
(T) Inviting Neuroscience Into the Classroom   (Continuation of workshop “L”, an all day workshop 
developed for Teachers) Paige Beard 

Afternoon - Applications to our work with children and families. 
 
(T) Fine Motor Skill Development in the Preschool Classroom  (Workshop developed for 
Teachers) Mary O’Connell and Diedra Pine, both have an  MS in Occupational Therapy and are Occupational 

Therapists at Shriners’  Hospital for Children 
This course will review hand development in ages 0-5, identify possible dysfunction, and explore helpful tools & activities. 
 

 
Advanced workshops with this mark (T) before the title were developed for Teachers.



GENERAL INFORMATION 
PCPO Group Fee - A PCPO member school group fee may 
have been paid allowing your school’s members to attend the 
conference at the lowest rate. Your PCPO Rep or Treasurer will 
know if your school has chosen to prepay the group fee. 
 
Scholarships - A limited number of scholarships for full or 
discounted fees are available upon written request. 
Scholarships will be awarded on a first come, first served basis 
with priority given to PCPO members. 
 
Refunds - We regret we are unable to issue refunds. 
 
Check-In - When you arrive, please check in at the 
registration desk. You may pick up your agenda, workshop 
assignments and a map at that time. 
 
Child Care Division Credits - Certificates for CCD credits 
needed by child care workers will be available at the end of the 
day. 
 
Displays & Vendors - Displays and vendors will be available 
before, during and after the conference workshops. Some offer 
merchandise to purchase. Major credit cards and personal 
checks may not be accepted by all. PCPO does not endorse 
any vendor or displayer. 
 
Host - Want to make sure you get in your 1st choice 
workshop? Be the first person to offer to HOST a workshop, 
and your space is guaranteed. Hosting simply means arriving a 
few minutes early, passing out materials & collecting 
evaluations. Please check the HOST portion of your registration 
form. Thank you! 
 
Questions - For referrals to co-ops in your area, call PCPO at 
503-293-6161 or email us at PCPO@lefh.net. 
 
Website Please visit us at www.oregonpreschools.org 
 

REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
Workshop Enrollment - Workshop enrollments are limited 
by room and instructor capacity. It is recommended that you 
register early in order to ensure your first workshop choices. 
Registration is processed according to postmarked date. 
Advanced workshops with this mark (T) before the title 
were developed for Teachers. 
 
Workshop Selections - If your first choice is already  
full, we will use one of your two alternate choices. 
 
Registration Form -  Please only 1 registration per form. 
You are welcome to copy the form or provide the needed 
information on another sheet of paper. Also, the registration 
form can be obtained online at www.oregonpreschools.org. 

 
  

Walk-In Registration - Mail-in registration must be 
postmarked by March 3rd. Although walk-in registration is 
welcomed and is available at the conference at 8:15 AM, 
specific workshops may be full and the fee is higher. 
 
Lunches - Catered box lunches are available for $7.00 each, 
paid with advance purchase only. Please make your selection 
on the registration form. You are also welcome to bring your 
own lunch. 
 
Please Note - So that everyone may hear and learn from the 
speakers, please do not bring infants or children to the 
conference. 
 

 
CONFERENCE DIRECTIONS 

 
Athey Creek Middle School 

2900 SW Borland Road 
West Linn, Oregon 

 
• Take I-205 to Stafford Road, Exit 3 
• Go north on Stafford Road, 
• At the intersection with Borland Road, 
• Take a left at the four way stop 
• Take a right at the Athey Creek Middle School sign. 

 
 

For more information call PCPO at (503) 293-6161

PCPO 2006 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM 
Name:____________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________ 

City, Zip:__________________________________ 

Phone:___________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________ 

School:___________________________________ 

Please Note: If your name is hyphenated or you have two last 
names, please circle the letter of the name under which you would 
like your registration to be filed. 
 

Select One Morning Workshop 
(write the workshop letter in the box) 

 
1st Choice _____ 2nd Choice _____ 3rd Choice _____ 

I would like to serve as host for this workshop. 
Yes _____ No_____ 

 
Select One Afternoon Workshop 

(write the workshop letter in the box) 
 

1st Choice _____ 2nd Choice _____ 3rd Choice _____ 
I would like to serve as host for this workshop. 

Yes _____ No_____ 
 

Select Lunch Option (advanced purchase only) 
□ Turkey Salad Pita................................$7.00  
□ Ham/Turkey/Cheese Sandwich ............$7.00  
□ Veggie Pita.........................................$7.00  
□ No Lunch 
Select Registration Fee 
     PCPO School Member: (group fees paid and not paid) 
□  (Group Fee Paid)..................$15.00 (or $22.00 at door) 
□  (Group Fee Not Paid)............$22.00 (or $29.00 at door) 
□ Individual Member ...............$22.00 (or $29.00 at door) 
□  Alumni (give school name)....$22.00 (or $29.00 at door) 
□ General Public .....................$39.00 (or $46.00 at door) 
Fill-in Total Fees:  
Registration Fee + Lunch (optional) =  $_______________ 
 
Please make checks payable to PCPO 
Send this registration form with payment postmarked 
by Friday, March 3rd to: 

PCPO Conference Registration 
c/o Lisa Ramage 
18891 Atlanta Dr., Oregon City, OR 97045 


